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House of Re~r~sen£atives

Room 2125, Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.¢•. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

.Tnis is in· reply to your let'1;er of March 26, 1993, in which. you iQquired' on·....
behalf of."..se~er.arof. yGur·· constl.tu~nts· r~ga;'rdiitg the Notice of ·P.rooosed Rule
Makfng (Notice) . in" PH "DO·cket;·.No. 9'2"7'235',.57 FRS4o'34 (1992) •. th.is· Notice: .
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents ar~ sp~clfiGalry c·onc.erned ~bout the ·impact of thes.e· changes'
on radio control (R/C) hobby users .. 'Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIG operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

'.
We are, of course, sensitive to. the concerns of both users of private land

.. mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, ·therefore, take your
constituents' co~cerns into acc~unt when we develop final rules ~n·this

proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Edward R. Jacobs
Deputy Chief, Land Mobile

and Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures
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The Honorabie JameS H. Quello
Chairman
Federal Communications commission
1919 "M Stre¢t, .. ·.N. W.•
Washingt.ori, 'D. C~ 2055'4'

Dear Chairman Quello:

I recently received the attached letters concerning the
potentially adverse impact that the Commission's proposal to
revise the Private Land Mobile Radio Services (PR Docket 92-235)
could have on the ability of hobbyists to control mode~' . .
airplanes. I am writing to ask that you respond' to the concerns
raised in these letters, and that a copy of each letter be
included in the Record for this ding.

I look forward to

JOHN D. DINGELL
CHAIRMAN

. • •. r ",
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RE: PR Docket
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Dear Congressman Dingel:

I am "an active radio "Control model: "aircraft enthusiast and as
"·S~~"r~tar.Yof f1,i.dwest~":"R/C··Soc i-~ty ,:1 .·"r~p:r·ese·n.t the'· int;"e.r~.!~b:~· ";0£" .. " .::.
"'14~ -const i tueIi~·s ~"". "~We .":!leed"· yqur" ass:iSi"tance "in'a )na t;·ter tha·t "h.as"
sIgnificant personal, finacial "and safety liability concetds for
hundreds of your consti"tuents in Michigan as well as thousands of
others acros~ the Nation.

The Feder~l Communic~tion~" Co~misi6n'h~s issued a Noticeb&
Proposed Rule Making (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) which," if
implemented, would restructure frequency allocations by the
insertion of new Land Mobile Service frequency channels
immediately adjacent to many of the frequency channels currently
reserved for model aircraft use! I am told that , if implemented,
92-235 will result in the loss of 31 of the 50 channels currently
in use by the radio control community.

We fought for over a decace to obtain the use of our 50 channe:s
with adequate spacing. Our fundamental considera~ion in frequen8Y
separation is SAFETY! We cannot tolerate any potential fre~uency

interference that would cause us to lose control of our aircra£~

and risk possible spectator injury and yes, even death! The
bottom line is, 92-235 puts new Land Mobile frequencies
dangerously close tho those frequencies currently in use by the
model aircraft community and effectively negates the use of 3~ cf
our 50 frequencies. If the number of usable frequncies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become overly congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
reduced - a situation we cannot allow. We need the continued use
of our full complement of radio frequencies to assure a safe
flying environment for participants and spectators alike.

Please help us to continue the safe enjoyment of our sport and
hobby by not allowing the the FCC to carry out its proposals in
the 72-76 MHz frequency band.

~4"Eoward Kendall, Secretary
Midwest RIC SOC ety Inc.
AMA :hap:er #7i
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Was.hington D. C. 20510

.I am retired and derive many hours of enjoyment from ~nstnJctingand Qperating radio controlled.
mOdel airplanes and I have been interested in' aviation for as long~ I can remember. I am-very

-active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model
airplanes. .

i~ ve;ry'-Goncemedaboutpropo~ rules ~t are curre~ly under consi<;lerati'on .l>y the ,fCC. ;The" '
. proc~i.l);g'~sPR Docket 92~Z35: .I(.adWled, 'the:i1~w .plIes will greatly reduce. the \,ls~biUlY-of· ·
.. ftequendescurreittly assigned for model use aildincrease the nsk'olaccidents arid attendant ­
liability for controlling model airplanes. '

Our radio .control ~uencie.sare in~ 72-76 MHz band. This bad is primarily used for. private ."
land mObile dispat~h <>.Petations. However, oui'radio control frequencies in-this band are far'
e'nough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and reammge the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control,m we go to great lengths to assure the safety
of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control; frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as
30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft We often fly our models at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment. '

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in OUf radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
con~butes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
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This is the first time I have felt compelled tp write to my
representatives. I will,be watching the out come of this dOcket
very carefully'.

.' '.

".. 1 l:lave"been 'an ..·a,.ctive participai'lt i~·the ::sp6rt' of :rnodel. ·ay-iad.:'oi"iforthe
past fourteen years. As a member of a local Radio' Control Club, I am
very discouraged to hear about proposal PR Docket 92-235.

Our 'models us'e,':freqHencies 'in the 72 ··to 76 me.gaherti ra:i1ge~··.rrhes~·:·:·.".
frequencies were worked out with close cooperation between' the FCC';ind'
the Academy of Model Aeronautics. It took several years and much wor~;

to put ~ogether a plan that would allow us a sufficient amount of
frequencies. These frequencies are still sUbject to interference with
other services. Hpwever as these services are "fixed", with the
number of channels available to us, we are able to work around them.

With this new proposal, the spectrum that our equipment works in would
have the possibility of interference from "mobile" units. Some of my
models weigh fifteen pounds and travel over eighty miles an hour. I do
not like the thought that at any time my radio equipment might be
subject to interference, that could conceivably cause an accident,
where the model could crash. This, in an extreme case could cause a
fatality on the ground. Of course the "model" would be at "fault."

The FCC's proposal, will create more land mobile frequencies at the
cost of useable RC frequencies. Our safety precautions and
care in coordination of our channels will be jeopardized, as it
is impossible to coordinate mobile channels.

While the world of RC may not be looked on as a big business, we do
spend considerable money on this hobby and derive considerable
enjoyment from this sport.

Please consider the impact and convey the concerns to the FCC.

;;;;i:4
Chet Rutledge
AMA 15504
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.. I·have personally been Invol~ed In the.~dio co.ritr.~l.fo.r' Over~?lyears. Du#'ng this time,
I have continued to, lYe a member of' the ,Academy of. Model Aeronautics, a non-profit
organization dedicated to the promotion of the hobby ,of radio control. I have always insured
myself from liability 'by making my aircraft safe to fly and following some strict guidelines set
up by the AMA.
. I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for'
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting. them into
narrower bandwidth and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer .to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh
as much 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contest where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands
of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

DALE T SANDERA
312 TOWER RILL RD
IIOOGlTOl'I LAn: 10 4Ill2t-1W

sincerel;, () jl
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